
Data on the territory, people 
and Local Action Group (LAG) partnerships

in the SARD LEADER intervention area

Marta Marczis

European expert for rural development, SARD Programme

April 2018

Contact: marta.marczis@undp.org



Classically rural land use sharing in 
ATU Gagauzia and in Taraclia district 
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land use data, %

Taraclia rayon ATU Gagauzia

agricultural land 67 67

forest 9 9.3

industrial area 22 21

water and wetland 2 2.7



Multicultural local communities 
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Villages involved in the SARD LAG 
Partnerships

44 rural communities are involved in the eight LAG 
Partnerships including 

- 11 villages from Taraclia District

- 25 villages from ATU Gagauzia

- 5 villages from Cahul District 

And 1-1 village from Cantemir, Basarabeasca and Leova
Districts

SARD MAP



Number of inhabitants in
Covered by the eight ‘SARD’ 

LAGs Total

GAGAUZIA ATU 97876 161876

TARACLIA District 27816 43674

Neighbouring districts 19207 Not relevant

Total 144899 204798



LAG partnership members

• Number of LAG members is 30 in average

• Each LAG meets  with LEADER criteria on balanced 
membership of the local public bodies, local businesses 
and civil society members in the Local Action Group 

• Number of business + civil society representatives is at 
least 50% + 1 in each LAG

• Gender composition of the LAGs is balanced

• Number of individual members is relatively high in LAGs 
because of the low organizational level of SME s and 
CSOs at the village level in Moldova

• See relevant diagrams on the next slight.
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Data on the SARD LEADER 
participatory development process 
implemented in 2017

• 8 LAG initiatives have been created and signed the LAG Partnership 
Agreement 

• To prepare draft strategy and create the partnership 10-12 working 
meeting were organized at each LAG

• Each meeting took 6 hours at least with participation of 15 local 
stakeholders  per meeting

• Calculating with the above numbers, LAG members spent 8000
working hours with discussing, learning, planning local development 
process. It happened voluntarily, for the prospering future.

• During the planning pocess about 500 local actions, projects have been 
identified by the eight LAGs with about 6 MEUR budget for a 5-years 
planning period 

• Through the EU funded SARD Programme, implemented by UNDP, four 
community coaches and four rural development experts provided 
assistance to local communities to this process 




